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Document your Invention or Idea 
 
The journal: 
 
The best method for documenting your idea is still the bound journal.  This journal 
should be a book such as a ledger book with the pages sewn in, not glued, and each page 
numbered.  Books with lined pages like this are relatively cheap and easy to find.  If you 
want graph paper pages, a university bookstore is usually the best source. 
 
General Entries: 
 
On the outside front cover, number and date your journal so the cover identifies your 
journal as #1 or #2 or so on and the start date for the journal.  When you fill this one, add 
the ending date.  This isn’t needed for actual documentation, just sanity later on. 
 
On the inside of the front cover, there should be some ownership identification.  I use: 
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Documentation: 
 
Each invention needs the following items in the documentation.  However, all this 
information need not be on the same page.  The two most important features of your 
journal are that it documents your idea and presents a story about the development of 
your invention from that first ideal.  A journal that does this is the most valuable. 
 

q Title – The name of your invention 
q Purpose – What the invention is intended to do 
q Description – full description with sketches, schematics, diagrams, photos that 

fully describes not only the invention, but also full details all the work leading up 
to and progressing through the development. 

q Ramifications – Features, what it would mean to someone using it. 
q Possible novel Features – Describe whit is unique about the invention. 
q Advantages – What are the advantages of this invention compared to similar 

products already available? 
 
Each page must be signed, dated, and witnessed – usually by two people. 
 
A topic or title almost never fits onto one page.  Simply continue a topic on following 
pages with the original title and date on each following page.  Remember, each page must 
be signed and witnessed. 
 
Start your journal now. 
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